
238 Putnam Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02139
December 18, 1992

Ms. Kathleen D. Martin
Assistant Vice President
American Paintings and Sculpture Department
Sotheby's 
1334 York Avenue
New York, NY  10021

Dear Ms. Martin:

Re:  A Study in Reds--"Morning News at the Camp"  Oil on academy
board, 12 7/8 x 22 5/16 inches irregular (my measurements). 
Initialed lower right "E. J."

I examined this painting at Sotheby's on November 27, 1992, 
prior to its sale on December 3.  In my opinion this is an 
authentic Eastman Johnson painting, and I will include it in my 
catalogue raisonné.  

The painting was included in John I. H. Baur exhibition of 
Johnson's work held at the Brooklyn Museum in 1940.  In the 
catalogue, Eastman Johnson, 1824-1906:  An American Genre 
Painter, it was reproduced as Plate XII, and listed as No. 48 in
Baur's checklist.  The painting was also included as Lot No. 103
in the estate sale of Johnson's work held at the American Art 
Galleries, February 26 and 27, 1907.  The description reads as 
follows:  

"The maple sap is boiling merrily in a large kettle 
suspended from a beam over a great log fire, and the sugar 
makers are taking their ease while the kettle boils.  In 
the foreground on the left a man sits upon a rude sawhorse,
absorbed in reading a newspaper, apparently just brought by
a lady visitor who stands nearby.  She is dressed entirely 
in black, and he wears a loose red jumper and a battered 
beaver hat.  In the background various figures are seen 
playing cards, and a youth stands near the kettle, 
apparently watching the fire." 

I believe that the height and width measurements recorded in the
1907 sale, were incorrectly stated as 23 3/8 X 13 inches.  

The painting has the characteristics of Johnson's brushwork.  
There are graphite lines (pencil?) along the silhouette of the 
red shirted man; the colors are characteristic as well as the 
atmospheric effects of steam and misty background.  Although the



background figures are dimly seen their forms are realized.  
Yellow-green branches brighten the left.  Although we examined 
the painting with an ultra-violet light, our findings were not 
conclusive since a more-or-less uniform cover of grey green 
describes the surface under the UV light.  We both noted the 
sticker from the Addison Gallery on the back of the academy 
board.

Although Johnson followed the Union troops during the years of 
the Civil War, he returned to the Maine woods in the early 1860s
to paint the scenes of his childhood--particularly the maple 
sugar festivities.  This painting would have been done at that 
time.

I enclose photocopies of the estate sale catalogue title page 
and entry No. 103.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia Hills
art historian 


